A H STORY OF THE
ALABAVA JUDI CI AL SYSTEM

SUPREME COURT

The first Constitution of Al abama (1819), under which the
state was admtted to the Union, provided that "until the Ceneral
Assenbly shall otherw se prescribe, the powers of the Supreme Court
shall be vested in, and its duties shall be perforned by, the
Judges of the several circuit courts within this state." At that
time, the state was divided into five judicial circuits, and on the
second Monday in May 1820, the first termof the Supreme Court was

hel d at Cahaba, then the state capital. Present were the
Honorables C. C. Cay, Reuben Saffold, Henry Y. Webb, and Richard
Ellis. Hon. A. S. Lipsconb, the remaining circuit judge, was
absent from this session. The circuit judges nom nated and

appointed as Chief Justice Hon. C. C. Cay. Twenty-three opinions
were witten during this first term nine by Chief Justice C ay,
twel ve per curiam and one each by Judges Saffold and Lipsconb.

The Judges of the Supreme Court were elected by joint vote of
both houses of the GCeneral Assenbly until 1868. The
"reconstruction” Constitution adopted that year provided that the
judges be el ected by the people.

In 1821 a sixth circuit was created, of which Hon. Anderson
Crenshaw was el ected judge. Passing in hurried reviewthe
menbership of the court fromits foundation as thus indicated, the
records show a large nunber of nanes famliar to the judicial
history of the state. Some of these have left the inpress of their
t hought and character upon the wider field of American law. Judge
Webb died in 1823 and was succeeded by Hon. Henry M nor, who had
been the Supreme Court's first reporter of decisions, and who was
in his turn succeeded, as soon as the General Assenbly convened, by
Hon. John QGayle. Chi ef Justice Clay resigned in 1823 and was
succeeded in that office by Judge Lipsconb.

At the election held in 1825, the first regular election b
the General Assenbly under the Constitution since the creation o
the Supreme Court, the following circuit judges were elected: Hon.
A S. Lipsconb, Reuben Saffold, John Gayle, John Wite, John M
Taylor, and Anderson Crenshaw. In 1828 a seventh circuit was
established, of which Hon. Sion L. Perry was el ected judge. I'n

*This history was conpiled by Chief Justice J. Ed Livingston
in 1955. It was updated in 1991 by George Earl Smth, reporter of
decisions, and Bilee Cauley, assistant reporter, who express their
t hanks to the Honorable Pelham J. Merrill, retired Justice of the
Al abama Supreme Court--a true gentleman and a great friend--for his
ki nd assi stance.



the sane year Judge Gayle resigned and Hon. Henry W Collier was
el ected to succeed him

In 1832 the court was entirely reorganized and nade a separate
court, to consist of three judges with ternms of office for six
ears. Judges Lipsconmb, Saffold, and Taylor were elected, Judge
| psconb agaln receiving the appointnment as Chief Justice. |n 1834
Judge Taylor resigned and was succeeded by Hon. Harry |. Thornton
In the latter part of the same year Judge Lipsconb resigned and was
succeeded by Hon. Henry Hitchcock, Judge Saffold being pronoted to
the post of Chief Justice. In 1836 Hon. A F. Hopkins succeeded
Judge Thornton, and in the same year Judge Saffold resigned, being
succeeded by Hon. Henry W Collier, Judge Hitchcock becom ng Chief

Justi ce. In 1837 Judge Hitchcock resigned and was succeeded by
Hon. Henry Gol dthwaite, Judge Hopkins being advanced to the Chief
Justi ceshi p. In June of the sane year, Chief Justice Hopkins

resigned, being succeeded by Hon. J. J. Onond, Judge Collier
becom ng Chief Justice.

I n 1843 Judge Col dthwaite resigned and was succeeded by Hon.

C. C day. Judge Goldthwaite had resigned to becone his party's
candidate for Congress in the Mbile district. After a contest of
menorabl e vigor and dash, he suffered a defeat and then becane a
candidate for his old seat on the bench. He defeated Judge O a
before the General Assenbly. He died of yellow fever in 1847, an

was succeeded by Hon. Edward S. Dargan. Judge O nond declined a
reel ection and was succeeded by Hon. WlliamP. Chilton. |n 1849
Judge Dargan succeeded Judge Collier as Chief Justice, Hon. Silas
Parsons taking the place of associate vacated by Dargan. Parsons
was succeeded in 1851 by Hon. Daniel Col eman, o was in his turn
succeeded by Hon. Ceorge Goldthwaite. In the sane year, 1851, the
nunber of judges was increased to five, Hon. David P. Ligon and
John D. Phel an being the additional nenbers. |In 1852 Chief Justice
Dargan resigned and was succeeded in that office by Judge Chilton,

Hon. Lyman G bbons bei ng appointed associate justice. |In 1853 the
menbership of the court was reduced by law to three, and Judge
Phel an and Judge GG bbons resigned. Judge Ligon resigned effective
January 1855, and Hon. Sarmuel F. Rice becanme the third nenber. In
January 1856, Judge Gol dthwaite succeeded Judge Chilton as Chief
Justice, and Hon. A J. Wl ker becane an associate justice. Judge
Gol dt hwai te resigned al nost inmediately and was succeeded by Hon.

George Stone. Judge Rice becane Chief Justice. Judge Rice

resigning in January 1859, was succeeded as Chief Justice by A J.

Wl ker, Hon. R W Wl ker receiving the appoi ntnent thus vacated.

The war wought no change to speak of in the judicial fabric during
the existence of actual hostilities. I n 1863, Judge R W \Wal ker
resigned and was succeeded by Hon. John D. Pel ham The Legislature
that convened at the close of the war elected, as nenbers of the
Supreme Court, Hon. A 3. Walker, WIlliam M Byrd, and Thonas J.

Judge.
By the "reconstruction" Constitution of 1868, the election of
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judges was conmtted to the people, and, on an election held, Hon.
E. W. Peck, Thomas M. Peters, and B F. Saffold were elected as
judges of the Supreme Court. I n 1873 Judge Peck resigned, Judge
Peters became Chief Justice, and Hon. R C Brickell was appointed
to fill the vacancy. At the general election of 1874, Judge
Brickell was elected Chief Justice, and Hon. Thomas J. Judge and
Anps R Manni ng associ ate Justices. In March 1876, Judge Judge
di ed and was succeeded by Hon. George W Stone. In 1880 Judge
Manni ng di ed and was succeeded by Hon. Henderson M Sonerville.

Cct ober 25, 1884, Judge Brickell resigned, Judge Stone becom ng
Chief Justice and Hon. David C opton being appointed associate. In
1889 the nunber of judges was increased to four, and Hon. Thomas N.
McClellan, then serving as attorney general, was appointed to the

new pl ace. In July 1890, Judge Sonerville resigned to accept a
post under the general governnent and Hon. Thomas. W Col eman was
appointed to succeed him In February 1891, the nunber of judges

was once nore raised to five, and Richard W Wl ker was appoi nted
to the new judgeship. Judge Clopton died in 1892, and Judge W S.
Thorington was appointed to succeed him At the August election,
1892, the follow ng judges were elected: Chief Justice, CGeorge w
St one: Associ ate Justices, Thomas W Col eman, Thomas N. Mcdellan,
J. B. Head, and Jonathan Haral son. Chi ef Justice Stone died in
1894, and CGovernor Thomas G  Jones appointed Hon. Robert C
Brickell Chief Justice.

In 1898 Thomas N. MCellan was elected Chief Justice and
Jonat han Haral son, John R Tyson, H A Sharpe, and Janes R
Dowdel | were el ected associates. The Legislature of 1903 increased
t he nunber of justices fromfive to seven, the increase to go into
effect after the general election of 1904. In the el ection of
1904, Thomas N. M ellan was el ected Chief Justice and Jonat han
Har al son, John R Tyson, James R Dowdell, R T. Sinpson, John C
Anderson, and N. D. Denson were elected associ ates. In order to
conply with the Constitution as to the arrangement of the terns and
upon casting lots, Anderson and Denson got six-year terns, Haral son
and Sinpson four-year terns, and Tyson and Dowdel| two-year terns.
Thomas N McCellan died in 1906, and S. D. Wakl ey was appointed
to succeed himuntil the next general election, at which John R
Tyson was el ected Chief Justice and James R Dowdell and Thomas C.
McCl ellan were elected associates. [In 1908 R T. Sinpson and J. J.
Mayfield were el ected. In 1909 John R Tyson resigned, and Janes
R~ Dowdell was appointed to succeed him A D Sayre, of
Mont gorrery, being appointed to succeed Dowdel | as associate. In
Septenber 1909, N. D. Denson resigned, and A. A Evans, of Barbour,
was appointed to succeed him Onond Sonerville succeeded A A
Evans 1n 1910. R T. Sinpson died in 1912, and was succeeded by
Edward de Graffenried, Judge WIlliam H Thomas succeeding Judge de
Gaffenried in 1914, Chief Justice Dowdell resigned in January
1914, and John C. Anderson becane Chief Justice, L. D. Gardner
succeedi ng Anderson as associate justice. Judge Myfield resigned
in 1919 to becone code conmm ssioner and was succeeded by Joel B.
Br own.

On



In 1920, Hon. B. M Mller (later Governor Of the State)
succeeded Justice Joel B. Brown, and in 1923, Justice T. C.
MCellan resigned, to be succeeded by Hon. Virgil Bouldln.
Justice Joel B. Brown returned to the bench in 1926, succeedi ng
Justice BB. M Mller. Justice Ornmond Sonerville died in 1928, and
was succeeded by Hon. A B. Foster on Septenber 10, 1928. Justice
A D. Sayre died in 1931, and was succeeded by Hon. Thomas E.
Kni ght on Novenber 30, 1931.

Il n 1940, Chief Justice John C. Anderson announced his
intention to retire at the close of his term and Justice Lucien D
Gardner was el ected wi thout opposition to succeed John C. Anderson
as Chief Justice. Chi ef Justice Anderson died April 27, 1940,
prior to the expiration of his term and Justice Lucien D. Gardner
was appointed Chief Justice April 30, 1940.

Justice J. Ed Livingston, having been nomnated in the
Denocratic primary to fill the vacancy occasioned by Justice
Gardner's election to Chief Justice, was appointed as Associate
Justice on May 13, 1940. On Cctober 1, 1942, Justice Thomas E.
Kni ght resigned, and Hon. Thomas S. Lawson, the attorney general,
was appoi nted to succeed Justice Knight. Early in 1943, Justice
Thomas S. Lawson was granted | eave of absence to enter mlitary
service and Hon. Davis F. Stakely was appointed tenporary Actin
Associate Justice. Justice Virgil Bouldln retired fromthe benc
on May 1, 1944, and on June 12, 1944, Judge Robert Tennent Sinpson
resi gned as Judge of the Court of Appeals and was appointed
Associ ate Justi ce.

On Novenber 1, 1945, Justice Thomas S. Lawson returned from
the mltary service and Justice Stakely left the bench. Justice
St akel y's absence from the bench was short, because on Decenmber 22,
1945, Justice WIlliamH Thomas died, and Justice Stakely was, on
January 8, 1946, appointed Associate Justice to succeed Judge
Thomas. Chief Justice Lucien D. Gardner resigned and was
comm ssi oned Supernunerary Justice on February 28, 1951, and
Justice J. Ed Livingston was appointed Chief Justice as of the same
dat e. Hon. John L. Goodwyn was appoi nted Associate Justice on
Septenber 27, 1951, to fill the vacancy occasioned by Justice
Li vingston's appointnment to Chief Justice.

In the election of 1952, Justice Foster did not seek
reel ection as Associate Justice, and on January 20, 1953, he was
aPpointed Supernunerary Justi ce. Hon. Pelham J. Merrill was
el ected to succeed Justice Foster. Justice Joel B. Brown died on
April 12, 1953, and on Cctober 6, 1953, Hon. Preston C. Cayton was
appoi nt ed Associate Justice to succeed Justice Joel B. Brown. On
Novenber 12, 1954, Hon. Janes J. Mayfield took office as Associate
Justice pursuant to his election to succeed Justice Preston C

d ayton.
Justice Mayfield died on April 4, 1956, and Hon. N. T. Spann
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was appointed to succeed himon April 16, 1956. Justice Spann
resigned effective January 15, 1957. On January 15, 1957, Hon.
James S. Col eman took office as Associate Justice pursuant to his
el ection to succeed Justice Spann. Supernunerary Justice Arthur B
Foster died on July 17, 1958.

In 1962, Justice Stakely resigned and was appointed
Supernunerary Justice. On Miy 16, 1962, Hon. Robert B. Harwood was
appoi nted to succeed himas Associate Justice. Justice Stakely

died on January 13, 1964.

Justice John L. Goodwn, who had qualified for election
W t hout opposition, died on April 22, 1968, and the Governor
appoi nted Hon. John P. Kohn to succeed himuntil the next general
el ection. Justice Kohn took office on May 13, 1968, and served
| ess than a year, leaving the court upon the termnation of his
interim appol nt ment. Hon. Janes N. Bl oodworth was elected to
succeed Justice Kohn; he took office on Novenmber 15, 1968.

Act No. 602, 1969 Ala. Acts, Reqgular Session 1969, increased
the nunber of Associate Justices of the Suprene Court to eight, so
that the Supreme Court now consists of a Chief Justice and eight
Associ ate Justi ces. In October 1969, Governor Al bert Brewer
aﬁpoi nted Hon. Alva Hugh Maddox and Hon. Daniel T. MCall to fill
the two newy created Associate Justice positions.

At the general election of 1970, Hon. Howell T. Heflin of
Tuscunbi a was el ected Chief Justice. When Chief Justice Heflin
assuned office on January 19, 1971, Chief Justice Livingston
retired and was appoi nted Supernunerary Justi ce.

Justice Thomas S. Lawson retired on May 3, 1972, and was
succeeded by Hon. Ornond Sonerville, who took office on August 3,
1972. Justice Sonerville resigned effective Decenber 1, 1972.
During that same year, Justice Sinpson retired and was appointed
Supernunerary Justice. In the general election of 1972, Hon. James
H  Faul kner and Hon. Richard L. Jones were elected to fill the
Associate Justice positions vacated by Justice Sinpson and Justice
Sonerville. Justice Faul kner and Justice Jones took office on

January 15, 1973.

On Decenber 27, 1973, Anmendnment No. 328 to the Al abama
Constitution of 1901 was proclained ratified. That anendnent,
proposed by Act No. 1051, 1973 Ala. Acts, repealed Article VI of
the Constitution of Al abama of 1901, as anmended, and anmendnents 317
and 323 thereto, and placed in their stead a new judicial article.

In 1975, Justices Col enan, Harwood, and McCall retired at the
expiration of their respective terns. Those vacant Associ ate
Justice positions were filled by Hon. Reneau P. Al non, Hon. Janie
L. Shores, and Hon. T. Eric Enbry, who were all elected to their
positions and who took office effective January 21, 1975. Justice

5



Shores becane the first wonan to serve as a Justice on the A abam
Suprene Court.

Justice Pelham J. Merrill retired effective May 31, 1976, and
Hon. Samuel A Beatty was appointed to succeed him as Associ ate
Justi ce. Justice Beatty assuned office June 1, 1976. He was
elected to a full termlater that year.

Chief Justice Heflin chose not to seek reelection as Chief
Justice in 1976. He retired effective January 17, 1977, and
returned to a Tuscunbia |aw practice. He was elected in 1978 to
the United States Senate, succeeding Senator John Sparkman in
January 1979. Chi ef Justice Heflin was succeeded by Hon. C. C
Torbert, Jr., of Opelika, who had been elected to that position.

Justice Bloodworth retired Septenber 16, 1980, and was
succeeded as Associate Justice by Hon. Gscar W Adans, Jr., upon
alop0| ntment by Governor Fob Janes. Justice Adans became the first
bl ack Al abama Suprene Court Justice in the State's history and two
ears later, upon his election to a full term became the first
lack to be elected to statewi de office in Alabama. Justice Enbry
retired effective Septenber 16, 1985, and Hon. J. Gorman Houst on,
Jr., was appointed by Governor George Wallace to succeed him as
Associ ate Justice. Justice Houston was elected to a full termthe
next year. FEffective April 1, 1986, Justice Faul kner retired, and
CGovernor \Wallace appointed Hon. Henry B. Steagall Il to succeed
him effective May 1, 1986; Justice Steagall was elected to a full
termin 1988.

Chi ef Justice Torbert decided not to seek reelection in 1988,

and his term expired January 16, 1989. In the 1988 general
election, Hon. Sonny Hornsby, of Tallassee, was el ected Chief
Justice to succeed Chief Justice Torbert. Chi ef Justice Hornsby

took office on January 17, 1989. Justice Beatty also did not seek
reelection in 1988; he was succeeded by Hon. Mark Kennedy, who was
elected to the position of Associate Justice and who took office on
January 17, 1989.

In 1991, Justice Jones retired, and he was succeeded by Hon.
Kenneth F. Ingram fornmerly Presiding Judge of the Court of Givil
Appeal s, who was elected to the Associate Justice position in the
1990 el ection.

Taking up sone of the curious, if not inportant, facts
touching the conposition of the Suprene Court, note may be made of
the nativity of the Chief Justices. (ay, Hopkins, Collier, and
Stone were born in Virginia: Lipsconb and Rice in South Carolina;
Saffold and Heflin in Georgia; Htchcock in Vernont; Dargan in
North Carolina; Chilton in Kentucky: Goldthwaite in New Hanpshire;
Wal ker and Peters in Tennessee; Peck in New York; Bri ckel,
McC el | an, Weakl ey, Tyson, Dowdell, Anderson, Gardner, Livingston,
Torbert, and Hornsby in Al abana.



The foll owi ng Justices of the Suprene Court were at one tine
or another judges of the circuit court: Henry W Collier, Daniel
Col eman, E. S. Dargan, John D. Phelan, George W Stone, Ceorge
Gol dt hwai te, Lyman G bbons, B. F. Saffold, Janes B. Head, John Rr
Tyson, Janes R Dowdell, John C. Anderson, N. D. Denson, A A
vans, B. M MIller, Thonmas E. Knight, A B. Foster, Janes n
Bl oodworth, Daniel T. MCall, Reneau P. Al non, Mark Kennedy, and
Kenneth F. Ingram while Justices Haral son, Sharpe, Mayfield,
Sayre, Thomas, Bl oodworth, Faulkner, and Hornsby each served as
county or city court judge. Justice Kennedy served as a judge of
the district court.

The followi ng Justices of the Suprene Court al so served as
chancel | ors: Peck, Ligon, Byrd, Crenshaw, A J. Wal ker, Thomas W
Col eman, Janmes R Dowdell, and L. D. Gardner. Janes R Dowdell is
the only menmber who had previously served both as circuit judge and

as chancel |l or.

Justices de Gaffenried, Joel B. Brown, Robert Tennent
Sinpson, Robert B. Harwood, and Reneau P. Al non each served the
Court of Appeals before becomng a nenber of the Suprene Court.
Justice Alnon also served on the Court of Crimnal Appeals, and
Justice Ingram served on the Court of G vil Appeals before becom ng
a menber of the Suprene Court.

MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT
CH EF JUSTI CES, 1820-1991

Clement C. day - - - - - - -1820- 1823
Abner S. Lipsconb - - - - - -1823-1834
Reuben Saffold- - - - - - - -1834- 1836
Henry Hitchcock - - - - - - -1836- 1837
Arthur F. Hopkins - - - - - -1837

Henry W Collier- - - - - - -1837-1849
Edward S. Dargan- - - - - - - 1849- 1852
WlliamP. Chilton- - - - - -1852-1856
George Gldthwaite(l) - - - - -1856

Sanmuel F. Rice- - - - - - - - 1856- 1859
A J. Valker- - - - - - - - -1859- 1868
E. Wl sey Peck- - - - - - - -1868- 1873
Thomas M Peters- - - - - - -1873-1874
Robert C. Brickell- - - - - -1874-1884
George W Stone - - - - - - -1884-1894
Robert C. Brickell- - - - - -1894-1898

"Served portion of year.



CH EF JUSTI CES, 1820-1991 (Conti nued)

Thomas N. McClellan - - - - -1898-1906
Sanuel D. Wakley - - - - - -1906- 1907
John R Tyson - - - - - - - -1907- 1909
Janes R Dowdell - - - - - - -1909- 1914
John C. Anderson- - - - - - -1914- 1940
Lucien D. Gardner - - - - - -1940- 1951
J. Ed Livingston - - - - - -1951-1971
Howel | T. Heflin- - - - - - -1971-1977
C. C. Torbert, Jr.- - - - - -1977-1989
Sonny Hornsby - - - - - - - - 1989-

ASSCCI ATE JUSTI CES, 1820-1991

Henry Y. Webb - - - - - - - -1820- 1823
Abner S. Lipscomb - - - - - -1820- 1823
Richard Ellis - - - - - - - -1820- 1831
Reuben Saffold- - - - - - - -1820- 1834
Anderson Crenshaw - - - - - -1821- 1831
John Gayle- - - - - - - - - -1823-1828
Henry nor - - - - - - - - -1823-1831
John White- - - - - - - - - -1825-1831
John M Taylor- - - - - - - -1825- 1834
Sion L. Perry - - - - - - - -1828-1831
Henry W Collier- - - - - - -1828-1831
Harry |. Thornton - - - - - -1834- 1836
Henry Hi tchcock - - - - - - -1834- 1836
Henry W Collier- - - - - - -1836- 1837
Arthur F. Hopkins - - - - - -1836- 1837
Henry Gol dthwaite - - - - - -1837-1847
John J. Ormond- - - - - - - -1837- 1847
Clement C. Qa(D)- - - - - - - 1843

Edward S. Dargan- - - - - - -1847-1849
WlliamP. Chilton- - - - - -1847-1852
Silas Parsons - - - - - - - -1849- 1851
John D. Phelan- - - - - - - -1851- 1854
David P. Ligon- - - - - - - -1851- 1854
George ol dthwaite- - - - - -1851-1856
Dani el Col eman- - - - - - - -1851-1898
Lyman @ bbons - - - - - - - -1852- 1854
Samuel F. Rice - - - - - - - 1853- 1856
A J. Walker - - - - - - - - 1856- 1859
George W Stone - - - - - - - 1856- 1864
Richard W \Wal ker - - - - - -1856- 1866
WlliamM Byrd - - - - - - -1863- 1867
Thomas J. Judge - - - - - - -1863- 1867

"Served portion of year.



ASSOCI ATE JUSTI CES, 1820- 1991 (Conti nued)

A J. Wl ker - - -- -1863-1868
Thonas M Peters- - - - - - -1868-1873
Benjamn F. Saffold - - - - -1868-1874
Robert C. Brickell - - - -- -1873-1874
Thomas J. Judge - - - - - - -1874-1876
Anmbs R Manning - - - - -- -1874-1880
George W Stone - - - - - - -1876-1884
Henderson M Sonerville - - -1880-1890
David dopton - - - - - - - -1884-1892
Thomes N McClellan - - - - -1889-1898
Thonmas W Col eman- - - - - -1890-1898
R chard W Wwal ker - - - - - -1891- 1892
W S. Thorington(l) - - - - - -1892

J. B. Head- - - - - - - - - -1892- 1898
Jonat han Haralson - - - - - - 1982- 1906
John R Tyson - - - - - - - - 1898- 1906
Henry A Sharpe - - - - - - -1898- 1906
Janes R Dowdell - - - - - - -1898- 1909
N D. Denson - - - - - - - -1904- 1909
R T. Sinpson - - - - - - - -1904- 1912
John C. Anderson- - - - - - -1904- 1914
S. D Wakley - - - - - - - -1906- 1907
Thomas C. McClellan - - - - -1906-1923
J. J. Mayfield- - - - - - - -1908- 1920
AL A Evans - - - - - - - - - 1909- 1910
Ant hony D. Sayre- - - - - - - 1909- 1931
Ornond Sonerville - - - - - -1910- 1928
Edward de G affenried - - - -1912-1914
Lucien D. Gardner - - - - - -1914- 1940
WlliamH Thonas - - - - - -1914- 1945
Joel B. Bron - - - - - - - - 1920- 1921
B M Mller - - - - - - - - 1920-1927
Virgil Bouldin- - - - - - - -1923-1944
Joel B. Bron - - - - - - - -1927- 1953
Arthur B. Foster- - - - - - -1928- 1953
Thomas E. Knight- - - - - - -1931-1942
J. Ed Livingston- - - - - - -1940- 1951
Thomas S. Lawson- - - - - - -1942-1972
Davis F. Stakely- - - - - - -1943- 1945
Robert Tennent Sinpson, Jr. -1944-1972
Davis F. Stakely- - - - - - -1945- 1962
John L. Goodwyn - - - - -1951-1968
Pel ham J. Merrill - - - - - -1953- 1976
Preston C. Clayton- - - - - -1953-1954
Janes J. Mayfield - - - - - -1954- 1956
Norman T. Spann - - - - - - - 1956- 1957

"Served p

ortion of year.



ASSOC| ATE JUSTI CES, 1820-1991 ( Conti nued)

James S. Coleman- - - - - - -1957-197s
Robert B. Harwood - - -- - -1962-1975
John B. KMY1) - - - - - - - -1968
James N. Bloodworth - - - - -1968-1980
Al va Hugh Maddox- - - -- - -1969-
Daniel T. mCall, Jr. -- - -1969-1975
Ornond Sonerville - - -- - -1972
Janes H Faul kner - - -- - -1973-1986
R chard L. Jones - - -- - -1973-1991
Reneau P. Alnon - - - - - - -1975-
Janie L. Shores - - - -- - -1975-
T. Eric Enmory - - - - -- - -1975-1985
Sanuel A Beatty- - - -- - -1976-1989
Gscar W Adans, Jr. - - - - -1980-
J. Gorman Houston, Jr .- - - -1985-
Henry B. Steagall Il -- - -1986-
Mark Kennedy- - - - - - - - -1989-
Kenneth F. Ingram- - -- - - 1991-

COURT OF APPEALS, COURT OF CRI M NAL APPEALS,
AND COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS

The Legislature of 1911, acting largely upon the suggestion of
the Bar Association, established, pursuant to the provisions of
§ 140, Al abama Constitution 1901, a Court of Apgeals conposed of
three judges, which was intended to relieve the Supreme Court.

R W Walker, Edward de Gaffenried, and John Pel ham were
appoi nt eddj udges upon the creation of that court. Judge de
Gaffenried was appointed to the Suprene Court upon the death of
Judge Sinpson, and E. P. Thomas succeeded Judge de G affenried.
Judge Joel B. Brown becane a nmenber of the court by election, and
B. P. Crumserved as a nenber for a short period. Judges Pel ham
Brown, and Charles R Bricken were elected in the general election
of 1916. Judge Thomas resigned in 1916 and was succeeded by Judge
R V. Evans. Judge Pelham died in 1917 and was succeeded by W H.
Sanford. Judge Brown was appointed to the Suprene Court in 1919 to
succeed Judge Mayfield and was hinself succeeded by H P. Merritt.
Judge Henry B. Foster succeeded Judge Merritt. Judge Foster

(1) Served portion of year.
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resigned in 1925, and Judge Janes Rice was appointed to succeed
hi m

Judge WIlliam H  Sanford died February 2, 1940, and on
February 12, 1940, Hon. Robert Tennent Sinpson, Jr., was appointed
Associate Judge to succeed Judge Sanford. On June 12, 1944, Judge
Sinpson resigned, and on the sane date Hon. Robert B. Carr was
appoi nted Associate Judge to fill the vacancy occasioned by Judge
Sinpson's elevation to the Suprene Court.

Judge James Rice died September 28, 1945,' and Hon. Robert B.
Harwood (attorney general on mlitary leave) returned frommlitary
service, and on Cctober 10, 1945, resigned his office as attorney
general and was appoi nted Associate Judge to succeed Judge Rice.
On January 11, 1951, Presiding Judge Bricken died, and Associate
Judge Carr becane Presiding Judge. On January 12, 1951, Hon. Annie

Lola Price was appointed Associate Judge to fill the vacancy
occasioned by Judge Carr's elevation to Presiding Judge. Judge
Price thus becane the first woman in the history of Al abama to

serve in a judicial office.

Presi ding Judge Robert B. Carr died May 2, 1955, and Associate
Judge Harwood becane Presiding Judge. On June 15, 1955, Hon. Rowan
S. Bone was appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the
el evation of Judge Harwood to Presiding Judge. Judge Bone left the
court in Novenmber 1956 and was succeeded by Hon. Aubrey M Cates,
Jr., who had been elected and who took office on Novenber 15, 1956.

Judge Harwood was appointed to the Al abama Supreme Court on
May 16, 1962, and Associate Judge Price became Presiding Judge.

Hon. George C. Johnson was appointed to fill the vacancy and took
office on May 16, 1962. Judge Johnson resigned on February 3,
1969, and Hon. Reneau P. Al nmon was appointed to fill that vacancy,

taking office on March 4, 1969.

Inits 1969 regul ar session, the Legislature, by Act No. 987,
1969 Ala. Acts, abolished the Court of Appeals and created two
appel l ate courts: the Court of Crimnal Appeals and the Court of
G vil Appeals.

COURT CF CRI'M NAL APPEALS

The three judges fornmerly of the Court of Appeals becane the
first judges on the newy created Court of Crimnal Appeals: Judge
Annie Lola Price, Presiding Judge; Judge Aubrey M Cates, Jr.; and
Judge Reneau P. Al non.

The Al abama Legislature in 1971 increased the nunber of judges
on the Court of Crimnal Appeals fromthree judges to five judges.
In January 1972, Governor George \Wallace appointed Hon. John C
Tyson |1l and Hon. John 0. Harris to those newly created positions.
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Judge Price died on June 18, 1972. Governor \Willace appointed
Hon. John Paul DeCarlo to fill the position left vacant by Judge
Price's death, and he took office on July 7, 1972. Judge Cates
succeeded Judge Price as Presiding Judge on June 19, 1972.

In 1974, Judge Reneau P. Alnon was elected to the A abama
Suprene Court, and resigned fromthe Court of Crimnal Appeals on
January 20, 1975. Hon. John G Bookout was appointed to succeed
Judge Almon.  On Decenber 1, 1976, Judge Tyson succeeded Judge
Cates as Presiding Judge. Judge Cates served as an Associate Judge
until he retired on January 17, 1977. WIlliam M Bowen, Jr., who
had been el ected as Associ ate Judge, replaced Judge Cates on
January 18, 1977. At the tinme he was sworn in, Judge Bowen was 29
years old and was the youngest appellate judge in the country. On
Decenber 1, 1977, Judge Harris succeeded Judge Tyson as Presiding

Judge.

Judge Bookout resigned fromthe court on February 1, 1982, and
Hon. Bi shop Barron was appointed to succeed him as an Associ ate
Judge, effective March 12, 1982. On March 9, 1983, Judge Barron
died. Hon. Samw Taylor, who had been a Muntgonery County circuit
judge, was appointed on March 18, 1983, to succeed Judge Barron as
Associ ate Judge. On February 1, 1983, Judge DeCarl o becane
Presi ding Judge and renai ned Presiding Judge until he resigned from
the court on March 29, 1983. Hon. Hubert Taylor was appoi nted on
March 31, 1983, to succeed him as Associate Judge, and Judge Bowen
becane Presiding Judge, effective April 18, 1983. Judge Hubert
Tayl or resigned on April 2, 1984, and Hon. John Patterson, forner
CGovernor of Al abama, was appointed on April 3, 1984, to succeed
hi m On January 14, 1985, Judge Harris retired. Hon. H Ward
MM I lan, Jr., who had been elected in 1984, succeeded Judge Harris
as Associate Judge, taking office on January 15, 1985. On Novenber
15, 1988, Judge Sam Tayl or becane Presiding Judge. On Novenber 16,
1990, Judge Patterson became Presiding Judge.

COURT oF CIVIL APPEALS

In 1969, Governor Al bert Brewer appointed three judges to
serve on the newy created Court of Civil Appeals: Hon. T. Werth
Thagard, who served as the first Presiding Judge of that court;
Hon. L. Charles Wight; and Hon. Robert P. Bradl ey. On May 3,
1972, Judge Thagard retired and Judge Wi ght becanme Presiding
Judge. Hon. Richard L. Holnmes was appointed to fill the Associate
Judge position created by Judge Thagard's retirenent. Judge Hol nes
took office on May 18, 1972 Judge Wight retired effective
January 20, 1987, and Judge Bradley becane Presiding Judge
effective on that date. Hon. Kenneth F. Ingram formerly a circurt
judge, Wwas elected to the Associate Judge position left vacant by
Judge Wight's retirement, and his term began on January 20, 1987.

Judge Bradley retired on January 17, 1989, and was succeeded
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as Presiding Judge by Judge Hol nes. Hon. WIIliam E. Robertson,
formerly a Talladega County district judge, was elected to the
position of Associate Judge |left vacant by Judge Bradley's
retirement, and he assunmed office on January 17, 1989. Judge
Hol mes retired on April 16, 1989, and Judge Kenneth F. | ngram
became Presiding Judge on that date. Hon. Robert J. Russell was
appoi nted as Associate Judge effective April 16, 1989, to fill the
vacancy created by Judge Holnes's retirenent. In the general
el ection of 1990, Judge Ingram was elected to the seat on the
Supreme Court being vacated by Justice Jones: he resigned from the
Court of Cvil Appeals in January 1991 and becane a Justice of the
Suprenme Court on January 15, 1991. Hon. Charles A Thigpen,
formerly a circuit judge, was elected in 1990 and took office as
Associ ate Judge on January 15, 1991, succeeding Judge Russell, who
had served on an interim appoint nent . Judge Robertson becane
Presiding Judge on that date. Judge Russel | was reappointed in
January 1991 by Governor Hunt, this time to the vacancy created by
Judge I ngram s resignation.

MEMBERS OF COURT oF APPEALS
PRESI DI NG JUDGES, 1911-1969

R chard W wal ker - - - - - - -1911-1914
John Pel ham - - - - - - - - - -1914- 1917
Joel B. Brown - - - - - - - - -1917-1919
Charles R Bricken- - - - - - -1919-1951
Robert B. Carr- - - - - - - - -1951- 1955
Robert B. Harwood - - - - - - -1955-1962
Annie Lola Price- - - - - - - -1962- 1969

ASSCCI ATE JUDGES, 1911-1969

Edward de Graffenrled - - - - -1911-1912
John Pel ham - - - - - - - - -1911-1914
E. Perry Thomas - - - - --- -1912-1916
B. P. Cumll - - - - - ----- 1914
Joel B. Brown - - - - - --- -1914-1917
Richard V. Evans(l) - - ---- -1916

Charles R Bricken - - - --- -1916-1919
WlliamH Sanford - - - - - -1917-1940
Henry P. Merrit - - - - - - - -1919- 1922
Henry B. Foster - - - - --- -1919-1925
Janes Rice- - - - ---- -- -1925-1945

Served portion of year.

Reneau P. Al non

13



ASSOCI ATE JUDGES, 1911-1969 (Continued)

Robert Tennent Si rrpson Jr. - -1940- 1944
Robert B. Cart- - - - - - - -1944-1951
Robert B Harwood - - - . -- -1945-195s
Annie Lola Price - - - - -- -1951-1962
Rowan S. Bone - - - - - - - - -1955-1956
Aubrey M Cates, Jr.- - - - - -1956-1969
George C. Johnson - - - - -- -1962-1969
Reneau P. Amon(l) - - - - - - -1969

MEMBERS OF COURT OF CRIM NAL APPEALS
PRESI DI NG JUDGES, 1969-1991

Anie Lola Price - - - - - - -1969- 1972
_Aubrey M Cates, Jr. - - - -1972-1976
John C. Tyson | - - - - - -1976-1977
John 0. Harris - - - - - - - -1977- 1983
John Paul DeCrlo(l) - - - - - -1983
Wlliam M Bowen - - - - - - -1983-1988
SamW Taylor - - - - - - - -1988-1990
John Patterson - - - - - - - - 1990-
ASSCOCI ATE JUDGES, 1969-1991
Aubrey M Cates, Jr. - - - - -1969-1972
Reneau P. Al non- - - - - - - -1969- 1975
John C. Tyson I1II- - - - - - -1971-1976
_ 1977-1991
John 0. Harris - - - - - - - -1971-1977
1983- 1985
John Paul DeCarlo - - - - - - -1972- 1983
John G Bookout - - - - - - - -1975- 1982
Wlliam M Bowen, Jr - - - - -1977-1983
1988- 1995
Bi shop Barron - - - - - - - - -1982- 1983
Sam w Taylor - - - - - - - - -1983- 1988
1990- 1997
Hubert Taylor- - - - - - - - -1983-1984
John Patterson - - - - - - - -1984- 1990
H ward MIlan, Jr.- - - - - 1985-

"Served portion of year.
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MEMBERS OF COURT OF ClVIL APPEALS
PRESI DI NG JUDGES, 1969-1991

T. Werth Thaggard- - - - - - -1969- 1972
L. Charles Wight- - - - - - -1972- 1987
Robert P. Bradley- - - - - - -1987-1989
Ri chard L. Holnmes' - - - - - - 1989
Kenneth F. Ingram - - - - - -1989-1991
WIlliam E. Robertson - - - - - 1991-

ASSOCI ATE JUDGES, 1969-1991

L. Charles Wight- - - - - - -1969- 1972
Robert P. Bradley- - - - - - -1969- 1987
R chard L. Holnes- - - - - - -1972-1989
Kenneth F. Ingram - - - - - - 1987- 1989
WIlliam E. Robertson - - - - -1989-1991
Robert J. Russell- - - - - - - 1989-

Charles A Thigpen - - - - - - 1991-

"Served portion of year.
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