
COURT OF THE JUDICIARY, CASE NO. 43 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
DOROTHEA BATISTE 

Circuit Judge of Jefferson County, 
Tenth Judicial Circuit of Alabama 

FINAL JUDGMENT AND SANCTIONS 

On April 19, 2013, the Alabama Judicial Inquiry 

Commission (the "JIC"), filed a complaint with the Alabama 

Court of the Judiciary ("the Court" or "this Court") charging 

Judge Dorothea Batiste ("Judge Batiste") with violating the 

Canons of Judicial Ethics while in her capacity as a circuit 

judge in Jefferson County, Alabama. Judge Batiste is a 

circuit judge in the Birmingham Division of the Jefferson 

County Circuit Court; she was elected in 2010 and took office 

in January 2011. 

that 

The JIC' s complaint--as amended in June 2013--alleges 

"Judge Batiste[] violat[ed] [the] Alabama Canons of 
Judicial Ethics through her repeated failures in 
2011 and 2012 to comply with both Alabama and 
federal law regarding her exercise of contempt 
power, and more specifically, her failure to comply 
with Rule 70A[, Ala. R. Civ. P.] ... in a series of 
domestic relations cases in [the] Jefferson County 
Circuit Court in which Judge Batiste entered 
unauthorized, unwarranted, and unlawful orders for 
the arrest and jailing of incarceration of litigants 
or witnesses." 




































































