
IN THE ALABAMA COURT OF THE JUDICIARY 

In the Matter of: 

DOROTHEA BATISTE, 
Jefferson County Circuit Judge 

TRIAL BRIEF 

Case No. 43 

OF THE JUDICIAL INQUIRY COMMISSION 

The charges in this case are very simple and uncomplicated. Judge Batiste is 

alleged to have failed to follow well-settled, fundamental, bedrock principles of Alabama 

and U.S. law by ordering the arrest and detention of litigants and witnesses without 

providing them due process of law, including giving them notice that contempt proceed

ings were being commenced against them and providing them with a hearing on the 

charges prior to holding them in contempt and/or issuing orders for their arrest. 

Although Judge Batiste would be equally guilty of violating the due process rights 

of these contemners even if they had, in fact, willfully disobeyed lawful court orders or 

subpoenas in failing to appear, the evidence will establish that in most, in not all, of the 

cases in which Judge Batiste ordered these alleged contemners arrested and detained, the 

alleged contemnor either did not fail to appear or had not been properly served with a 

subpoena or other court order directing them to appear, and thus had no legal obligation 

to appear before Judge Batiste on the dates and times in question. 

Judge Batiste compounded her denial of due process to these seven alleged 

contemners by further denying the contemners of another of their constitutional rights: 

the right to bail guaranteed to them by the Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

and Article I, Section 16 of the Alabama Constitution, 1 both of which guarantee the right 

1 Article I, Section 16, ofthe Alabama Constitution, provides: 
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