
Rules for Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 
 

Rule 6.  
 

Noncompliance and sanctions. 
 

A. An attorney who fails to earn twelve (12) approved CLE credits by December 
31 of a particular year will be deemed not in compliance for that year. A plan for making 
up the deficiency by March 1 will be accepted if approved courses are listed and if the 
plan is received by January 31. Completion of the requirement shall be reported no later 
than March 15, and a one hundred ($100) dollar late compliance fee shall be attached 
to the report. Failure to complete the plan by March 1 and to submit the report and fee 
by March 15 shall invoke the sanctions set forth in Rule 6.B. 

 
A request for an extension of the March 1 deadline for earning credits under a 

deficiency plan may be considered if: (1) the request is in writing and a good cause is 
shown, as determined by the commission, and (2) the request is accompanied by a fee 
of $100.00. This fee is in addition to the $100.00 late compliance fee and any late filing 
fee that may be due. No extensions will be granted beyond April 1. 

 
B. As soon as practical after January 31 of each year, the Chairman of the 

Commission on Continuing Legal Education shall furnish to the Secretary of the 
Alabama State Bar a list of those attorneys who have failed to file either an annual 
report for the previous calendar year, as required by Rule 5, or a plan for making up the 
deficiency as permitted by Rule 6.A. In addition, as soon as practicable after the first 
anniversary of an attorney's admission to the Bar or of an attorney's being licensed to 
practice law in Alabama, the Chairman shall furnish to the Secretary of the Alabama 
State Bar a list of those attorneys who were required to complete, but failed to 
complete, the professionalism course required by Rule 9.A. 

 
The Secretary shall thereupon forward these lists of attorneys to the Chairman of 

the Disciplinary Commission. 
 
The Chairman of the Disciplinary Commission shall then serve, by certified mail, 

each attorney whose name appears on those lists with an order to show cause, within 
sixty (60) days (i.e., within 60 days from the date of the order) why the attorney's license 
should not be suspended at the expiration of the sixty (60) days. Any attorney so 
notified may within the 60 days furnish the Disciplinary Commission with an affidavit (a) 
indicating that the attorney has in fact earned the 12 required CLE credits during the 
preceding calendar year or has since that date earned sufficient credits to make up any 
deficiency for the previous calendar year, or (b) indicating that the attorney has in fact 
completed the professionalism course required by Rule 9.A., or (c) setting forth a valid 
excuse (illness or other good cause) for failure to comply with either requirement. 
Payment of a penalty in the amount of $300 must accompany the affidavit. This sum is 
in addition to all late fees incurred before compliance. 
 



[Adopted 3-20-1981; Amended 5-4-1981; Amended 9-1-1981; Amended 9-2-1986; 
Amended eff. 9-1-1999; Amended eff. 1-9-2004; Amended eff. 3-9-2007.] 
 

REGULATION 
 

6.A.1 Any deficiency plan that is received by the Alabama State Bar and postmarked 
after January 31, or the next business day if January 31 is a Saturday or Sunday, shall 
not be accepted and the sanctions set forth in Rule 6.B shall apply. 
 
 

Note from the reporter of decisions: The order amending Rule 6.B. effective 
September 1, 1999, is published in that volume of Alabama Reporter that contains 
Alabama cases from 736 So.2d. 

 
Note from the reporter of decisions: The order adopting Regulation 2.7 to Rule 

2 and amending Rule 2.C.2., Rule 3, Rule 5.B., Rule 6.A., and Rule 6.B., effective 
January 9, 2004, is published in that volume of Alabama Reporter that contains 
Alabama cases from 862 So.2d. 

 
Note from the reporter of decisions: The order amending Rule 6.B. and 

Regulation 2.7 to Rule 2, effective March 9, 2007, is published in that volume of 
Alabama Reporter that contains Alabama cases from 949 So.2d. 
 


