ALABAMA RULES OF APPELLATE MEDIATION
RULE 3.
REFERRAL TO MEDIATION

(a) Referral to Mediation. The appellate mediation administrator will review the
Mediation Case-Screening Forms and the Confidential Statements completed by the
parties. Selection of cases for mediation is based on the administrator's determination
that the case should be referred to mediation after reviewing the facts, the order
appealed from, and the standard of review the appellate court will employ.

(1) Order of Referral to Mediation. The Order of Referral to Mediation (Form 5 to
these Rules) notifies the parties that the case shall be mediated and instructs them
to attempt to agree on a mediator.

(2) Report on Status of Selection of Mediator. The appellant shall file with the
appellate mediation office the Report on Status of Selection of Mediator (Form 6 to
these Rules), within 14 days of the date of the issuance of the Order of Referral to
Mediation. The Report on the Status of Selection of Mediator advises the appellate
mediation office of the result of efforts between parties to agree on the designation
of a mediator. Before the parties submit the name of a mutually satisfactory
mediator, the parties shall obtain the mediator's commitment to serve and make
arrangements with regard to mediation fees. In the event the parties cannot agree
on a mediator, the appellant shall promptly notify the appellate mediation office by
filing the Report on Status of Selection of Mediator, and a mediator shall be selected
by the appellate mediation administrator of the court in which the appeal is pending.
(See Rule 4 for qualifications of a mediator.)

(b) Appointment of Mediator.

(1) Order Appointing Mediator Pursuant to Stipulation of the Parties. If parties
agree on a mediator, the appellate mediation administrator will issue an Order
Appointing Mediator Pursuant to Stipulation of the Parties (Form 7 to these Rules),
which will be sent to the parties and the mediator.

(2) Order Appointing Mediator Absent Stipulation of the Parties. If the parties
cannot agree upon a mediator within 14 days of the Report on Status of Selection of
Mediator, the appellate mediation administrator shall appoint and serve upon the
parties to the appeal and mediator an Order Appointing Mediator Absent Stipulation
of the Parties (Form 8 to these Rules).



(c) Referral by the Court. If, in the opinion of the appellate court, a case is
appropriate for mediation, the court may refer cases to the program at any time during
the appellate process.

(d) Mediation Time Frame. Upon issuance of the Order of Referral to Mediation,
the parties and the mediator shall have 63 days within which to complete the mediation.
Within seven days of the completion of the mediation, the mediator shall file with the
appellate mediation office a Mediator's Report (Form 13 to these Rules) and evaluations
(Forms 14, 15, and 16 to these Rules) .

[Adopted effective January 1, 2004; amended effective January 6, 2004.]

Note from the reporter of decisions: The order adopting the Alabama
Appellate Mediation Rules, effective January 1, 2004, is published in that volume of the
Alabama Reporter that contains Alabama cases from 858 So.2d.

Note from the reporter of decisions: The order amending the Alabama Rules
of Appellate Mediation, effective January 6, 2004, is published in that volume of the
Alabama Reporter that contains Alabama cases from 862 So.2d.



