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A native of Mobile, Alabama, James Samuel
Coleman, Jr., son of James Samuel Coleman, Sr. and
Mary Bell Peteet Coleman, attended the public
schools of Eutaw, Alabama and Marion Institute. In
1927, he graduated from the United States Naval
Academy. He attended the University of Alabama Law
School and was admitted to the Alabama State Bar in
1934. Coleman, Jr., practiced law in Eutaw from 1934
to 1942 and taught at Marion Military Institute as well
as Southern Military Academy.

During World War Il, Coleman was a lieutenant
commander in the Navy. He taught at Tulane and the
University of Oklahoma.

Coleman Jr., was elected in 1946 to a four-year term
in the Alabama Senate, and was elected in 1954 to
serve another term and became a dominant figure
and force in the Senate. In 1956, he was elected to
serve on the Supreme Court of Alabama and he was
re-elected in 1962 and in 1968. He retired in 1975 at
the end of his third term in office.

Coleman married Elanor Ruth Montgomery in 1933.
She died in 1959. They had one son named James
Samuel Ill. Coleman married Mary Ruth Hobbs in
1965.
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