
A native of Oakbowery, Alabama, William                   
Holcombe Thomas, graduated from Emory College 
in Georgia in 1886. He then read law under Judge 
James Dowdell and was admitted to the Alabama 
State bar in 1888.  

He practiced law in Lafayette in partnership with 
William J. Samford. In 1892, he moved to                  
Montgomery, where he practiced law with Thomas 
H. Clark and Fred S. Ball. He served as city court 
judge from 1902 to 1909, then resumed his law 
practice. Thomas was elected to the Supreme 
Court of Alabama as an associate justice in 1914,  
and he remained on the Court until his death. 

Thomas wrote numerous articles on political, social, 
and literary topics. He also read papers before                
several academic, scientific, and literary                              
organizations. His alma mater conferred on him an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree in 1936. He was a 
charter member of The Thirteen and was serving as 
its president at the time of his death.  

Thomas married Lula Marian McCurdy in 1891, and 
they had one daughter named Georgia Willie. 
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