Ala. Code, § 13A-6-282*

ABUSE AND NEGLECT OF ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES FIRST DEGREE

The defendant is charged with abuse and neglect of an adult with a disability
in the first degree.

A person commits the crime of abuse and neglect of an adult with a disability
in the first degree if he/she intentionally abuses or neglects any adult with a
disability and the abuse or neglect causes serious physical injury to the adult
with a disability.

To convict, the State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt each of the
following elements:

(1) The defendant caused serious physical injury to an adult with a
disability, [Insert Name of Injured Person];

(2) The defendant caused the injury by means of abuse or neglect of an
adult with a disability; (AND)

(3) The defendant acted with intent to abuse or neglect an adult with a
disability.

An Adult with a Disability is any of the following:

1. An individual 18 years of age or older who has physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities;
and

2. Any protected person. [13A-6-281(1)]

A Person is a human being. [13A-6-281(6)]

A Protected Person is any person 18 years of age or older subject to
protection under Title 9, Chapter 38 of the Code of Alabama and not
otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court or any person,
including, but not limited to, persons with a neurodegenerative disease,
persons with intellectual disabilities and developmental disabilities, or any
person 18 years of age or older who is not otherwise subject to the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court and who is mentally or physically incapable of
adequately caring for himself or herself and his or her interests without
serious consequences to himself or herself or others. [38-9-2(18)]

Serious physical injury is a physical injury which creates a substantial risk of
death, or which causes serious and protracted disfigurement, protracted
impairment of health, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any



bodily organ; or a penetrating gunshot wound inflicted by a firearm. [13A-1-
2(14)]

Physical injury is impairment of physical condition or substantial pain. [13A-1-
2(12)]

A firearm is a weapon from which a shot is discharged by gunpowder. [13A-8-

10)]

Neglect is the failure of a caregiver to provide food, shelter, clothing, medical
services, medication, or health care for an adult with a disability. [13A-6-281(5)]

A Caregiver is an individual who has the responsibility for the care of an adult
with a disability as a result of a family relationship or who has assumed the
responsibility for the care of the individual voluntarily, for pecuniary gain, by
contract, or as a result of the ties of friendship. [13A-6-281(2)]

A person acts intentionally with respect to a result or to conduct described by
a statute defining an offense when his/her purpose is to cause that result or to
engage in that conduct. [13A-2-2(1)]

If you find from the evidence that the State has proved beyond a reasonable
doubt each of the above elements of abuse and neglect of an adult with a
disability in the first degree, then you shall find the defendant guilty of abuse
and neglect of an adult with a disability in the first degree.

If you find that the State has failed to prove any one or more of the elements
of abuse and neglect of an adult with a disability in the first degree, then you
cannot find the defendant guilty of abuse and neglect of an adult with a
disability in the first degree.

[If there are lesser-included offenses, the Court should instruct on those
offenses at this point.]

[Approved 8/28/26]
Use Note

“Abuse” is not defined in this section.
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