IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA

December 16, 2021
ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that the Rules for Mandatory Continuing Judicial
Education for Supreme Court Justices, Appellate Court Judges, Circuit
Court Judges, and District Court Judges of Alabama be adopted to read
1n accordance with the appendix to this order;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Rules for Mandatory
Continuing Judicial Education for Supreme Court Justices, Appellate
Court Judges, Circuit Court Judges, and District Court Judges of
Alabama are effective January 1, 2022; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the following note from the
reporter of decisions be added to follow the Rules for Mandatory
Continuing Judicial Education for Supreme Court Justices, Appellate

Court Judges, Circuit Court Judges, and District Court Judges of
Alabama:

"Note from the reporter of decisions: The order adopting
the Rules for Mandatory Continuing Judicial Education for
Supreme Court Justices, Appellate Court Judges, Circuit
Court Judges, and District Court Judges of Alabama, effective
January 1, 2022, is published in that volume of Alabama
Reporter that contains Alabama cases from __ So. 3d."

Parker, C.J., and Bolin, Shaw, Wise, Bryan, Sellers,
Mendheim, Stewart, and Mitchell, JdJ., concur.

Witness my hand this 16th day of December, 2021.
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APPENDIX

Rules for Mandatory Continuing Judicial Education for Supreme Court
Justices, Appellate Court Judges, Circuit Court Judges, and District
Court Judges of Alabama

Rule 1. Required Continuing Judicial Education

(a) Except as otherwise provided in these rules, all justices of the
Supreme Court, judges of the Court of Civil Appeals, judges of the Court
of Criminal Appeals, circuit court judges, and district court judges shall
complete each year a minimum of 12 hours of approved continuing
judicial education, 1 hour of which shall be on the subject of ethics.

(b) The annual reporting period for the purpose of complying with
these rules shall run from January 1 through December 31.

(c) When a justice or judge completes more than 12 hours of
continuing judicial education in a year, a maximum of 12 hours may be
carried forward and credited toward that justice's or judge's required
hours of continuing judicial education for the following year. Credit for
completed hours of continuing judicial education above the annual 12-
hour minimum may be carried forward for 1 year only.

(d) The effective date of these rules is January 1, 2022.

Rule 2. Approved Judicial Education Programs

(a) A justice or judge shall receive credit for each hour spent
attending educational programs relating to the law or judicial
administration sponsored, organized, or approved by any local, state, or
nationally recognized organization, such as a bar association or a judges'
association.
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(b) A justice or judge may seek credit for each hour spent attending
educational programs relating to the law or judicial administration that
are sponsored by an organization other than the types of organizations
described in subdivision (a) of this rule by filing a request for approval
with the director of the Alabama Judicial College ("the AJC"). The
director of the AJC shall investigate the proposed program and make a
recommendation to the Supreme Court regarding its approval. The
justice or judge seeking approval under this subdivision shall attach an
agenda of the program to the request.

(c) Ajustice or judge may use teleconferencing or videoconferencing
technology to attend prerecorded or real-time online programs approved
under this rule.

(d) A justice or judge participating as a teacher, lecturer, discussion
leader, or panelist for a continuing judicial-education or legal-education
program approved under this rule or any other rule promulgated by the
Supreme Court regarding mandatory continuing judicial or legal
education shall receive three hours of credit for each hour of actual
participation time; however, presentation of the same material on
subsequent occasions within the same reporting period shall accrue
credit for only the actual time of participation.

Rule 3. Annual Reporting

(a) As soon as practicable, district court and circuit court judges
shall report their completed hours of continuing judicial education to the
director of the AJC. Appellate court justices and judges shall report their
completed hours of continuing judicial education to the clerk of their
court. All hours completed by a justice or judge within a reporting period
shall be reported no later than January 15 following the end of the
reporting period.

(b) As soon as practicable after January 31 of each year, the
director of the AJC and each appellate court clerk shall prepare and
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deliver an annual report to each justice or judge subject to these rules
notifying the justice or judge of his or her compliance status for the
previous reporting period.

Rule 4. Noncompliance

(a) A justice or judge who fails to complete 12 hours of approved
continuing judicial education by the end of a reporting period, i.e., by
December 31 of the relevant year, will be deemed noncompliant.

(b) On or before February 15 of each year, any district court judge
or circuit court judge deemed noncompliant for the previous reporting
period shall submit a plan for curing the deficiency by March 1, on a form
approved by the Supreme Court. The plan shall be submitted to the
director of the AJC, who will assess the plan and make a recommendation
to the Supreme Court regarding its approval. Any appellate court justice
or judge deemed noncompliant for the previous reporting period shall
submit directly to the Supreme Court a plan for curing the deficiency by
March 1, on the form approved by the Supreme Court.

(c) By April 15 of each year, a noncompliant district court judge or
circuit court judge shall complete an approved deficiency plan and shall
notify the director of the AJC of the satisfactory completion of the
deficiency plan. The director of the AJC shall report all satisfactory
completions to the Supreme Court no later than April 20. Completion of
an approved deficiency plan by a noncompliant appellate court justice or
judge shall be reported directly to the Supreme Court by April 15.
Failure to complete an approved deficiency plan by April 15 without good
cause shall result in the Supreme Court's reporting the deficiency to the
Judicial Inquiry Commission. Successive requests for approval of a
deficiency plan will not be considered without a showing of good cause.

(d) As soon as practicable after April 20 of each year, the Supreme
Court shall furnish to the Judicial Inquiry Commission a list of those
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justices and judges who have failed to complete the required hours of
continuing judicial education.

Rule 5. Exemptions

(a) The Supreme Court shall have the authority to relieve any
justice or judge of the requirement of completing the minimum hours
required under these rules upon a showing of undue hardship caused by
reason of disability or another satisfactory reason.

(b) These rules shall not apply to justices or judges over the age of
70 or retired justices or judges.

Rule 6. Petition for Supreme Court Review

Any justice or judge that disagrees with any recommendation or
determination made by the director of the AJC may petition the Supreme
Court for review.



