IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA

September 24, 2026
ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that Rule 5 and Rule 11, Alabama Rules of Civil
Procedure, be amended to read in accordance with Appendices A and C,
respectively, to this order;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Committee Comments to the
Amendment to Rule 5 Effective October 1, 2026, and the Committee
Comments to the Amendment to Rule 11 Effective October 1, 2026, be
adopted to read in accordance with Appendices B and D, respectively, to
this order;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Form ARCiv-93 be amended to
read in accordance with Appendix E to this order;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the amendments of Rule 5 and
Rule 11, the adoption of the Committee Comments thereto, and the
amendment of Form ARCiv-93 are effective October 1, 2026; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the following note from the
reporter of decisions be added to follow Rule 5 and Rule 11:

"Note from the reporter of decisions: The order
amending Rule 5 and Rule 11, Alabama Rules of Civil
Procedure, adopting the Committee Comments thereto, and
amending Form ARCiv-93, effective October 1, 2026, 1is
published in that volume of Alabama Reporter that contains
Alabama cases from __ So. 3d."



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA

September 24, 2026

Stewart, C.J., and Shaw, Wise, Bryan, Sellers, Mendheim,
Cook, McCool, and Parker, JdJ., concur.

Witness my hand and seal this 24th day of September, 2026.

W@.W

Clerk of Court,
Supreme Court of Alabama

FILED
September 24, 2026

Clerk of Court
Supreme Court of Alabama
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APPENDIX A

Rule 5. Serving and Filing Pleadings and Other Papers
(a) Service: When Required.

(1) In General. Unless these rules provide otherwise, each
of the following papers must be served on every party:

(A) an order stating that service is required;

(B) a pleading filed after the original complaint,
unless the court orders otherwise under Rule 5(c) because
there are numerous defendants;

(C) a discovery paper required to be served on a party,
unless the court orders otherwise;

(D) a written motion, except one that may be heard ex
parte; and

(E) a written notice, appearance, demand, or offer of
judgment, or any similar paper.

(2) If a Party Fails to Appear. No service is required on
a party who is in default for failing to appear. But a pleading that
asserts a new claim for relief against such a party must be served
on that party under Rule 4.

(3) Seizing Property. If an action is begun by seizing
property and no person is or need be named as a defendant, any
service required before the filing of an appearance, answer, or claim
must be made on the person who had custody or possession of the
property when it was seized.
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(b) Service: How Made.

(1) Serving an Attorney. If a party is represented by an

attorney, service under this rule must be made on the attorney
unless the court orders service on the party.

by:

(2) Service in General. A paper is served under this rule

(A) handing it to the person;
(B) leaving it:

(i) at the person's office with a clerk or other
person in charge or, if no one is in charge, in a
conspicuous place in the office; or

(ii) if the person has no office or the office is
closed, at the person's dwelling or usual place of abode
with someone of suitable age and discretion who resides
there;

(C) mailing it to the person's last known address -- in
which event service is complete upon mailing;

(D) leaving it with the court clerk if the person has no
known address;

(E) sending it to a registered user by filing it with the
court's electronic-filing system -- in which event service is
complete upon sending; or

(F) sending it to an unrepresented party by
transmitting it to the e-mail address provided by that
unrepresented party in accordance with Rule 5(d)(3) and Rule
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11(a)(2) -- in which event service 1s complete upon
transmission.

(3) Electronic Service of Discovery Materials.
Discovery materials listed in Rule 5(d)(5) may be served
electronically -- without being filed -- using the court's electronic-
filing system, which will generate an entry on the case-action
summary documenting that the discovery materials were served
but will not be filed, entered, or electronically retained in the court
file. During the pendency of the case, the serving party must
provide counsel for all other parties, or any unrepresented party,
reasonable access to any unfiled discovery materials and an
opportunity to copy those materials at their own expense.

(c) Serving Numerous Defendants.

(1) In General. If an action involves an unusually large
number of defendants, the court may, on motion or on its own, order
that:

(A) defendants' pleadings and replies to them need not
be served on other defendants;

(B) any crossclaim, counterclaim, avoidance, or
affirmative defense in those pleadings and replies to them will
be treated as denied or avoided by all other parties; and

(C) filing any such pleading and serving it on the
plaintiff constitutes notice of the pleading to all parties.

(2) Notifying Parties. A copy of every such order must be
served on the parties as the court directs.

(d) Filing.
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(1) Electronic Filing. A paper filed by electronic means
in accordance with an order or rules of the Supreme Court of
Alabama is a filing under these rules.

(2) Nonelectronic Filing. A paper that is not filed
electronically must be filed by delivering it to the clerk. The judge
may also permit the filing of a paper with the judge, in which event
the judge must note the filing date on the paper and send it to the
clerk.

(3) Required Information In Filings. Every filed paper
must state the filer's address, e-mail address, and telephone
number. If the filer does not have an e-mail address, the filer must
indicate that fact. The filer must promptly notify the court clerk of
any change in the filer's e-mail address. Unless the court orders
otherwise, the clerk may, pursuant to Rule 77, send notices to an
unrepresented party's e-mail address and other parties may,
pursuant to Rule 5(b)(2)(F), serve pleadings and other papers on an
unrepresented party by transmitting the paper to the
unrepresented party's e-mail address.

(4) Required Filings; Certificate of Service. Except for
the discovery materials addressed in Rule 5(d)(5), any paper after
the complaint that is required to be served must also be filed no
later than a reasonable time after service. The filing must include
a certificate of service specifying the date and manner of service,
along with the names, addresses, and e-mail addresses of all
attorneys and parties upon which the paper is served.

(5) Discovery Materials. Except on order of the court,
when used at trial, or in connection with a motion, the following
discovery materials may not be filed:

e depositions upon oral examination;
e depositions upon written questions;
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notices of deposition;

Interrogatories;

requests for production of documents and things;
requests for admission; and

answers, responses, or objections to these discovery
materials.

(6) Acceptance by the Clerk. The clerk may not refuse
to file a paper solely because it is not in the form prescribed by these
rules.

(de) District Court Rule. Rule 5 applies in the district courts.
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APPENDIX B

Committee Comments to Amendment to Rule 5
Effective October 1, 2026

Rule 5(a)(1)(E) omits the former reference to a "designation of
record on appeal." Rule 10, Ala. R. App. P., 1s a self-contained provision
regarding the record on appeal, and Rule 10(b)(1) provides for service of
a written designation of the record on appeal in civil actions.

Rule 5(b)(2)(F) has been added to include transmission by e-mail as
a permitted method of serving a paper on an unrepresented party. When
this method of service is used, service 1s complete upon transmission of
the e-mail.

Rule 5(d)(3) has been added to require a filer to include the filer's
address, e-mail address, and telephone number on any filed paper. If the
filer does not have an e-mail address, the filer must notify the clerk of
that fact. Requiring an e-mail address is intended to facilitate the service
of notices to unrepresented parties by e-mail, pursuant to Rule 77, and
the service of pleadings and other papers on unrepresented parties by e-
mail, pursuant to Rule 5(b)(2)(F).

Otherwise, the changes are intended to be stylistic only.



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA

September 24, 2026

APPENDIX C

Rule 11. Signature On, and Required Information In, Pleadings,
Written Motions, and Other Papers; Certifications to the Court;
Sanctions

(a) Signature and Required Information.

(1) Signature. Every pleading, written motion, and other
paper must be signed by at least one attorney of record in the
attorney's name -- or by a party personally if the party is
unrepresented. Unless a rule or statute specifically states
otherwise, a paper need not be verified or accompanied by an

affidavit. As provided in Rule 30(G), Ala. R. Jud. Admin., an
electronic signature is a "signature" under these rules.

(2) Other Information. Every pleading, written motion,
and other paper must state the signer's address, e-mail address,
and telephone number. If the signer does not have an e-mail
address, the signer must indicate that fact. The signer must
promptly notify the court clerk of any change in the signer's e-mail
address. Unless the court orders otherwise, the clerk may,
pursuant to Rule 77, send notices to an unrepresented party by
transmitting the notice to the unrepresented party's e-mail address
and other parties may, pursuant to Rule 5, serve pleadings and
other papers on an unrepresented party by transmitting the paper
to the unrepresented party's e-mail address.

(b) Certifications to the Court.
(1) In General. An attorney's or unrepresented party's

signature on a pleading, written motion, or other paper constitutes
a certification that:
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(A) the signer has read the paper;

(B) to the best of the signer's knowledge, information,
and belief, there is a good ground to support the paper; and

(C) the paper is not interposed for delay.

(2) Limited-Scope Representation. If an attorney drafts
or helps to draft a pleading, written motion, or other paper filed by
an otherwise self-represented person, the attorney:

(A) may rely on the otherwise self-represented
person's representation of the facts, unless the attorney has
reason to believe that the representation is false or materially
msufficient; and

(B) need not sign the paper but must include the
following certification: "This document was prepared with the

assistance of a licensed Alabama lawyer pursuant to Rule
1.2(c), Ala. R. Prof. Cond."

(c) Sanctions. If a pleading, written motion, or other paper is
not signed or is signed with the intent to defeat the purpose of this rule,
the court may strike the paper. An attorney's or party's willful violation
of this rule may subject the attorney or party to appropriate disciplinary
action.

(de) District Court Rule. Rule 11 applies in the district courts.
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APPENDIX D

Committee Comments to Amendment to Rule 11
Effective October 1, 2026

The reference to the inclusion of "scandalous or indecent matter" in
the last sentence of former Rule 11(a) has been deleted as unnecessary.
Such matter may be struck under Rule 12(f) or may be dealt with under
the more general language of Rule 11 and the Alabama Litigation
Accountability Act, § 12-19-270 et seq., Ala. Code 1975.

The next-to-last sentence of former Rule 11(a) said: "For a willful
violation of this rule an attorney may be subjected to appropriate
disciplinary action." The last sentence of new Rule 11(c) says: "An
attorney's or party's willful violation of this rule may subject the attorney
or party to appropriate disciplinary action." (Emphasis added.) The
certifications in Rule 11(b)(1) apply to attorneys and unrepresented
parties. Both represented parties and unrepresented parties are now
potentially subject to Rule 11 sanctions. The addition of "party" to Rule
11 is consistent with Fed. R. Civ. P. 11(c)(1) and with § 12-19-272, Ala.
Code 1975.

Rule 11(a)(2) has been added to require a signer to include the
signer's address, e-mail address, and telephone number on any pleading,
written motion, or other paper. If the signer does not have an e-mail
address, the signer must notify the clerk of that fact. Requiring an e-
mail address i1s intended to facilitate the service of notices to
unrepresented parties by e-mail, pursuant to Rule 77, and the service of
pleadings and other papers on unrepresented parties by e-mail, pursuant
to Rule 5.

Otherwise, the changes are intended to be stylistic only.
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APPENDIX E

S_rare of Alabama Case Number
Unified Jadicial System COVER SHEET lelv] LT T TT CETTT -1
CIRCUIT COURT - CIVIL CASE | Date of Filing: Tudge Code:
Form ARCiv-93 Rev. 10/26 (Not For Domestic Relations Cases) N Y I e B B I B
Month Day Year
GENERAL INFORMATION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF . ALABAMA
(Name of County)
V.
Plaintiff Defendant
First Plaintiff [ Business [ individual First Defendant [JBusiness [] individual
[0 Govemment [ other [ Govemment [ other

NATURE OF SUIT: Select primary cause of action, by checking box (check only one) that best characterizes your action:

TORTS: PERSONAL INJURY OTHER CIVIL FILINGS (cont'd)
~ MSXX - Birth/Death Cerificate Modification/Bond Forfeiture Appeall
D WDEA Wror?gn.JI Death Enforcement of Agency Subpoena/Petition to Preserve
D TONG - Negligence: General |:| CVRT - Civil Rights
L] Tomv - Negigenca: Motor Venicle [J conD - Condemnation/Eminent DomainiRight-of-Way
O rowa - Wantonness O cTMP - Contempt of Court
[J ToPL - Product Liability/ AEMLD ] CONT - Contract/Ejectment/Writ of Seizure
[J TOMM - Malpractice-Medical ] TocN - Conversion
] ToLm - Malpractice-Legal CJEQND - Equity Non-Damages Actions/Declaratory Judgment/Injunction
[ ™ooM - Malpractice-Other Election Contest/Quiet Title/Sale For Division
[J T8FM - Fraud/Bad Faith/Misrepresentation O cvup - Eviction Appeal/Unlawful Detainer
D TOXX - Other |:| FORJ - Foreign Judgment
|:| FORF - Fruits of Crime Forfeiture
TORTS: PERSONAL INJURY H MSHC - Habeas Corpus/Extraordinary WrithMandamus/Prohibition
[J TOPE - Personal Property PFAE - Protection From Abuse
[0 TORE - Real Properly O ErFA - Elder Protection From Abuse
o R CIVIL FILINGS D FELA - Railroad/Seaman (FELA)
ABAN - Abandoned Automobile [ RPRO - Real Property
[O aceT - Account & Nonmortgage [ WTEG - WillTrust/Estate/Guardianship/Conservatorship
[ araa - Administrative Agency Appeal [J comP - workers' Compensation
[J ADPA - Administrative Procedure Act [J ore - Limited Order of Relief
[] ANPS - Adults in Need of Protective Services [J cvxx - Miscellaneous Circuit Civil Case
ORIGIN (check one): F O] iNmIAL FILING p [] APPEAL FROM
PROBATE COURT:
A[C] APPEAL FROM 0[] OTHER:
DISTRICT COURT
HAS JURY TRIAL BEEN DEMANDED? [Jves O no Note: Checking “Yes" does not constitute a demand for a

jury trial. {See Rules 38 and 39, Ala.R.Civ.P, for procedure)

RELIEF REQUESTED: D MONETARY AWARD REQUESTED D NO MONETARY AWARD REQUESTED

ATTORNEY CODE:

Email Address: 3 I do not have an email address.
Cellular Telephdne Number (Optional):

Date Signature of Attorney/Party filing this form

Court notices and orders may be sent electronically to the email address provided above in accordance with the Alabama Rules of Civil
Procedure. If no email address is provided, notices and orders that are required to be served by the clerk or other parties may be
sent by United States mail, which may result in slower delivery and delayed receipt of court communications. It is the filers
responsibility to promptly notify the clerk of any change in contact information.

MEDIATION REQUESTED: [] ves [Ino [J unDECIDED

Election to Proceed under the Alabama Rules for Expedited Civil Actions: [JYes [JNo




